
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Preliminary 
Determination of  

Permit;  Issued for 
30-Day Public Comment 

Draft Environmental 
Assessment (EA)  

Issued with opportunity to 
tier to EIS under MSUMRA 

30-Day  
Public Comment 

Period 

DEQ Issues Final EA 
and Permit Decision 

DEQ Issues Complete 
DRAFT MPDES Permit 

and Fact 
Sheet/Environmental 

Assessment 
*TMDL 

Public Notice  
30-Day Comment 

Period and Hearings 
May Be Held 

Comments 
Incorporated Into 
Final Document 

Permit Issued 

DEQ Decision: EIS 
Required 

Public Scoping 
30-60 Days 

DRAFT EIS Issued 

Public Review of 
Draft EIS 30-60 Days  

Public Meeting(s) 
held 

 

FINAL EIS Issued 
(Respond to 
Comments) 

MEPA Process Coal Permit Process MPDES Permit Process1 Air Quality Permit Process1 

1 ARM 17.24.405(6) (g) The department may not approve an application (for coal permit) submitted pursuant to ARM 17.24.401(1) 
unless the application affirmatively demonstrates and the department's written findings confirm, on the basis of information set forth 
in the application or information otherwise available that is compiled by the department, that the applicant has applied for any 
required air quality and water quality permits. 
 
*MPDES Draft Permit cannot be issued until TMDL has been completed for Otter Creek.  

Record of Decision and 
Written Findings 

Permit Issuance 

Application Declared 
Administratively Complete 

(4 weeks Public Notice) 

Written Comments 
From Public  

Informal Public 
Conference  

 

Technical 
Acceptability 

Review  
 

Deficiency 
Notice to 
company 

 

Permit Declared 
Acceptable 

(2 weeks Public Notice) 

If Written Objections filed 
and Informal Conference 
Requested, hold within 

20 days of Request 

AGENCY REVIEW PERIODS 

PUBLIC INPUT PERIODS 

LEGEND 

Response to 
Informal 

Conference 

CURRENT STEP IN PROCESS 

Declared 
complete or 
sent back to 

company 

Agencies Review 
Comments  


